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Visual artist, embroiderer, and activist. 
She is a graduate and doctor of the 
Academy of Fine Arts in Krakow, known 
for pioneering embroidery techniques in 
contemporary art and textiles in public 
spaces. Her area of interest revolves 
around language, which she explores 
through hand embroidery on fabric. 
She has collaborated with institutions 
such as the Polin Museum, the National 
Gallery of Art Zachęta, the Center for 
Contemporary Art Ujazdowski Castle, 
the Museum of Contemporary Art in 
Wrocław, Mumok in Vienna, the Ludwig 
Museum in Budapest, Bozar in Brussels, 
and Sotheby's in Tel Aviv.
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American dream 
is dream

Il. 1. 
Monika Drożyńska, American Dream is Dream



566 Monika Drożyńska 

Abstract

“American dream is dream” is a piece that takes the form of a poem about the culture 
of dreaming. In my embroidery, I paraphrase excerpts from feminist, psychoanalytic, 
pop culture, and political theories. I quote from Hélène Cixous, Martin Luther King, 
Sigmund Freud, Annie Lennox, Irving Berlin, and the Occupy Wall Street movement. 
I create an original language written in embroidery, using formal strikethrough tech-
niques to capture a state of simultaneous acceptance and disagreement with the phe-
nomenon being described. Consciously, I employ errors to introduce Freudian slips 
into written language. I merge fantasies of American culture with personal experiences 
as a Polish citizen of Eastern Europe. 

The embroidered fabric was manipulated by Jan Moszumański (https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=-F43YXEBXa8). The project was presented using posters and stickers 
with a QR code, distributed during a study visit to Rochester University and as part of 
the Residency Unlimited program.
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